od 


"3 5 
- 4 
9 
* 
*Y- 
| . 
ih 
. " 
a & 
- 
« a 
; . 
1 * * 
& 
* 
2 — : - : 
FP) - ; 
4's 
— 1 — 
22 ; 5 
. 2 
„ 2 3 
5 „1. 
7 36 
> 4 


4 „THE N 
TMANS RECREATION: 


NN 91 N 2 0. 


Copy Book newly publiched; 


oF 1 3 4 is contained variety of all the moſt curious 
hands now practiſed in this Nation: With choice 


and Excellent Rules to attain them: 


0 To MAKE THEBEST PENSAND GOOD INK. 


ted — by — H odder Maſter in the 


bers 
Art of Waiing « and Teaching. 


Wo eto be ſold by John Overton, at the — in Little- . near the Hoſitel- is 
oy a- n 
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Copy Books and Maps, Printed and ſold by Tobs Overton, 

yo. Dis, Intizuled che School- maſter; and Cockers, Intiguled Arte. glory, or the Pens Trea - 
y Book, with 2 additions to ir, by Edward castet: 
245 with och cr Cou 
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To the Ingeniont young Prattitionert in the Art of fair Writing. 


$d$dd2 :d$$$$Conceive it hot impertinent to adyer- 
#$$$$$:3$$$$Sd$ tile you, tliat notwitlutanding the great 


de number of rare, and excellent Copy- 
428 1 - $$$ Books, (ſinee our Nation hath ſo much 
S $$$ abounded with perſons famous in this 
$ÞÞ $$$ Art,) I obſerve very few to have laid 


 #HþÞ$$6$S$S$$ down Rules, whereby mean, and or- 


them. The conſideration whereof, as 
alſo the intendment of a help to my own School, hath in- 
duced me to make publique ſome choiſe Pieces of all the 
moſt uſual hands(now praiſed among us)being adorned 
with variety of Knots, neve: before extant. 

And firſt, I think it not amiſs, to ſhew you what 
Tools or Inſtruments are required in this Art (vis. ) a 
Pen- knife, Ruler, Compaſſes, Pencil, Ink, Paper, and 
Quils. For the choice of theſe I admoniſh you,to let your | 
Knife be of a Rayzor-mettle, not too thick nor too thin 
towards the edge, neither too hard, nor too ſoft-tempe- 


Senses dinary Capacities may underſtand | 


| know it by the weightineſs thereof, or with touching it 
Iſghtly with a little ſpittle on one (ide, which if it do not 

. 15 * the other, you may conclude it will bear 
nk well. 


| Hom ta makes very good Ink, 
22 2 of Rain - water, and one quart of Vini- 
ger, or ſix quarts of ſtale ſtrong-beer: In either of 
theſe infuſe one pound of Gauls, one quarter of a pound 
of Roach-allum, half a pound of Coperis, half a pound 
of gum Arabick; pownd the Gauls to powder, put theſe 
altogether in a Barrel, and ſometimes ſet them in the Sun 
and oftentimes be ſtirring of it. | 
Next I think it convenient to ſhew you the way to 
make your Pen; for a well-made Pen maketh a fair Cha- 
racter, and eaſeth much ofthe trouble in writing: and look 
how delighting a Letter is being fairly drawn, ſo diſ- 
pleaſing is that which is ill writ, and with a bad Pen; be- 


red; which you may try by turning the edge upon your 
thumb- nail, or by taking another knife, and ſcraping it 
with the back thereof : As for the mark any may be de- 
ceived in it, but thoſe are generally eſteemed the beſt 
Pen-knives with the red y upon them. 

Among Quils we commonly account the ſeconds belt, 
eſpecially ſuch as are long, round, clear, and indifferent 
hard; but in caſe your Quils be ſoſt,you may hold them 
a little to the fire, or put them into embers, and have an 
Iron- plate full of holes, ſome bigger and ſome lefler, a- 
bout the bigneſs of the Quils, and by drawing them tho- 


row the holes you may make them round and hard. By 
this ſlight we are abuſed, in buying Dutch-quills, which 
indeed were never out of England. bo 

As for Paper, that which is well gummed, white, clear, 


cauſe it requires one to ſtudy the words, and imploy his 
wit in underſtanding them : Therefore if yon ſpend ſome 


f 
| time more then ordinary about the Pen, itwill daily af- 


ford you more and more content, and cauſe you to write 
with greater facility and delight. 

Having then furniſhed your ſelf with a good Pen- knife 
and Quils, with the backlide of your knife ſcrape off the 
ſcurfineſs of the Quill, on the back; ſo far at leaſt as you 


| intend the ſlit ſhall be, and no further,becauſe it will be 
apt to ſlit as far as it is ſcraped; cut off about a barly- 


corns length of the top on each ſide, in the form of a 
half- Moon; then enter your knife at the end thereof, on 
the back of your quil, and be ſure it be directly ſtraight, 
not croſſing the grain of the quil, otherwiſe the ſlit cannot 
be good; this done, ſharp it out on each (ide the ſlit, and 


and ſmooth, is the beſt; If you buy any quantity, you may | cut off the nib a little ſlanting on the back, then down- 


right, 


right. This rule will hold for all hands, as well great as 
ſmall : But if you would have a pen for flouriſhing, with a 


fine wherſtone take iff the corner of the nil 0; it, and you 


will find it run with more freeneſs and boldneſs. 

And here I can do no leſs then glance at the groſſe 
miſtakesof ſome in making a pen ; who ſo ſoon as they 
have ſcraped their quils, fall to the making of a pen, 
whereas they ſhould let it cool a while, for elle it is al- 
moſt impoſſible that the ſlit ſhould be good; for the quill 
being hot with ſcraping, hindreth the ſlit from proving 
right. Hence divers find fault with their quills, when the 
fault is only in themſelves. I may tell you further, there 
is another way of making a good ſlit in your pen, be the 
quills either good cr bad 3 having ſharpned your quill, 
and cut the nib as broad as for Text, lay the back of it 
upon a ſmooth board, and put in the point of your knife 


(the blade being made thin for the purpoſe)in the inlide, 


and give it a ſlaſh downwards, then ſharp it out, and cut 
off the point as before. 

Place your pen betwixt your thumb and fore-finger, 
leaning it upon the corner of your ſecond finger, below 
which let the end of the pen ſettle about half an inch; 
gripe not your pen too hard, but hold it lightly upon your 
paper, reſting your hand on the firſt joynt of your little 
tinger, bending your third finger towards the palm of 
you hand: Your pen being held in this poſture, and 
your fingers extended almoſt to their full length, is grace- 
ful, comely, and molt ſerviceable, But be ſure you for- 
get not your thumbyoynt, to riſe and fall with it, as oc- 
caſion requires you. "=p 

As it is graceful to hold the Pen well, ſo it 1s very com- 
mendable to hold the head high,a little ſtooping towards 
the ſtomack off from the table, with your arm cloſe toyour 
body, and your elbow at a little more diſtance from you, 
that thus your arm may be more at liberty. Obſerving 
this poſture, the Writer ſhall write with more grace and 
freedome, whereas otherwiſe he will quickly weary him- 
ſelf and endanger his health, by bearing his breaſt againſt 


— 


. 


— 


— 


— 


2 
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the table, and hanging his head low. | 

At your firſt practiſing to bring your hand to the habit 
of framing a letter, it would be convenient to run over 
what you intend to imitate ſeveral times with a dry pen, 


| for this will imprint it better in yonr mind, and ready 


your hand for a more compliance. To help you to keep 
a true proportion and evenneſs in your letters, vou may 
uſe double lines made with a compaſs, a Pen, ora piece 
of Braſs. : 

The next thing I recommend to you being thus prepa- 
red, is an Alphabet of any hand you delire to write, be it 
round, oval, or ſquare, and in any of theſe acquaint your 
ſelf well with o. i. and /. for theſe are the foundation up- 
on which all the reft depend: And till your judgement 
be well informed in theſe, you mult never expect to be 
Triumphant in this curious Art. 

Many for want of an able Teacher at firſt, to inform 
them in this particular, that might otherwiſe have been 
able Proficients, have been quite diſcouraged, or at leaſt 
not come to any excellency of the Pen. How requilite 
then is it for Scholars to apply themſelves to the ableſt 
Maſters, leſt otherwiſe they ſpend their time and money 
to no purpoſe. 

After you can make the o. i. and I. endeavour to imi- 
tate thoſe letters that have the moſt aftinity amons them- 
ſelves, 2s, 4. c. d. e. i. n. v. m. for of the firſt cut of an 4. are 
made theſe following, 4. c. d. e. o. g q. therefore have a ſpe- 
cial regard to it. Again, the round turning off of the 4. 
at the bottom, will ſerve for all theſe letters, c. e. n. v. e. 
the ſharp ſtroke in theſe letters is to be made with the 
right-hand ſide of the Pen, and with them, are alſo begun 
theſe following letters, i. n. n. p r. y. the boitome · cut of the 
p. is the ſame with that of the g. and f. 

Of /. are produced, 6. %. &. d; and from i. n. n. . t. 3; 
the belly of the 6. is beſt to be left open, if it be made to 


accompany other letters, ſuch as Ly bi lo la. 
It you underſtand to make one of thoſe letters well 
that have heads and tails above and beneath the line, 


you 


4 +4 + 


—_—_—_ TT 7 ey * 3 2 53 


you will foon know how zen 
more upon this account, but I forbear it, as leſs needful to 
be mentioned;only I muſt mind you, that all heads of let- 
ters beginning froma right line, are thus made, b. d. f. b. l. 
and ought to be of an even height, unleſs the head 


wheell off, and then it is left to the judgment of the 


writer, how to flouriſh it. 3 | 
Letters beginning with a-ſharp line, aretheſe, i, u. w, 
. A. Yo &. | 
7 Letiers ending in a hooked line are, «.c.d.e,/yw.nt, 
Letters having ſomwhat a Spherical or round form, 


are, c. e. 5. | 
Letters made in Parallel lines, are, 6 df. b.. g. 5.4 f. 


Before you attempt joyning, I would adviſe you to ex- 


erciſe the great letters, for they will much facilitate the 
hand, and cauſe it to be more nimble in faſhioning the 
others, and of theſe take the 7. firſt, for upon it depends 
almoſt all the reſt. . 5 

Having attained to make your letters (of any Alpha- 
bet) well, your next care muſt be. to joyn them hand- 
ſomely together, for by the joynings and-diſtances is 
known the ability of him that profeſſeth Writing. This 
is of greater importance then ſome judge it, for in the 
combination of letters, you muſt neceſſarily mind in what 
part they are neareſt and may beficly(as it were)natural- 
ly united to them that follow; theſe I look upon as the 
moſt dificult d. and «. . and 4. d. and o. . and o. and in 
ſhort all letters with Oblique bodies, and Traverſe lines: 


Therefore I ſhall give you one rule worthy of obſervation | 


(eſpecially in your round mixt hands, much in uſe among 
us: J. bert one letter ends, let the next alwayes begin. 

Firſt, learn to joyn two letters, then three, then more, 
& c. As for the diſtance in letters, the beſt directer is the 
hand, be it big or little which you ſtrive to imitate, though 
ſome will bid you leave the breadth of a pin hetwixt 
your letters: But for words the beſt way is to leave the 


That is ever ready to further you inthis Art, 


to make them all: I might ſay I ſpace of ano. n. or (rather) anw. betwixtevery one, 


Theſe and other inſtructions are daily by word of 
mouth taught by me, and (perhaps) ſome others, But be- 
cauſe they ſoon ſlip out of Childrens memory: I have 
thought fit to publiſh them for the common benefit, that 
any man whoſoever he is, that will beſtow his own in- 
duttrious endeavours may attain to & fair hand of wrj- 


| | ting, and a dexterous velocity therein. 

, 1 will not omit what I obſerve in ſome Writers, who 
begin the firit letters of each word with a moderate mo; 
tion, but in the end haſten the hand too much; the ame 
they do alſo inthe ſhanks and in the femmes, which is 


| not graceful ; for they ought to continue the me pace 


to the end of every word. 

Others make the firſt letters greater the ſecond leſs, the 
third leſs then that, & ſo proceed till the laſt letter of the 
| word be very little, & the word appear like a ſidelong Py- 
ramis. Now this is a great failing in this Art, for all letters 
are to be of one & the ſame proportion, nor ought the firſt 
to be greater then the reſt, (as Grammarians teach) unleſs 
it begin ſome period or proper · name, or a more eminent 
word than others in a Sentence, or averſe in a Poem. I 
think theſe rules ſufficient wherein to inſtruct young lear- 
ners at the firſt, whoſe after experience will better inform 
them in many particulars, which would be too prolix and 

tedious to mention, and therefore I conclude mydilcourſe 

within the compaſs of theſe ; only I add this adver tiſe- 
ment in ſhore to the reſt : That a long /. be conſtantly in 
the beginning and middle of a word, and a ſhort -. at the 
end, except in ſome few combinations of conſonants inthe 
middle of a word. ft. ft. ſb. or the like; likewiſe care muſt 
be had to make the j and v.conſonants, and i.and & vo:Vels 
diffe: ent 3 as in juſtice, voluntary. Thus I have heartily 
endeavoured your improvement by what is here publiſh- 
ed, by which if you reap any benefit, give God che praiſe 
ot his own bounty that hath thus far enabled him, 


James Hudder. 
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